Overture to Oberon of Carl Maria von Weber; Piano Concerto No. 4 
in G major, Opus 58 of Ludwig van Beethoven; Symphony No. 2 in 

D major, Opus 73 of Johannes Brahms (Cleveland Orchestra, Edo de 
Waart, conductor; Rudolf Firkusny, pianist; Carnegie Hall, Balcony 


M 36) 

"Due to Mr. Maazel's continuing indisposition caused by an in- 
jury, tonight's concert by the Cleveland Orchestra will be con- 
ducted by the distinguished Dutch conductor Edo de Waart" says 

the multilithed announcement inserted in the program "Overture" to 
Oberon or The Elf King's Oath (the opera completed April 9, 1826 
and given its world premiére April 12, 1826 at Covent Garden, the 
composer conducting) Oberon and Titania and Puck at the beginning 
of the ninth century in France in Baghdad in Tunis and Huon de 
Bordeaux is given a magic horn by Oberon yes Act III scene iv takes 
place in the Throne Room of Charlemagne magic horns and magic words 
yes transitions and overtures to operas should not be performed 

in concert halls that is they should only be performed as over- 
tures to the operas for which they were written and not as over- 
tures for symphonic concerts or if performed at symphonic concerts 
they should appear at the conclusion of the concert or in the 
middle of the concert certainly not at the beginning of a concert 
yes one expects the curtain to rise on ninth century France in 

the fairy garden in Oberon's kingdom hélas Piano Concerto No. 4 

in G major, Opus 58 of Beethoven (world première March 1807 at a 
private concert in the residence of Prince Lobkowitz in Vienna, 
first public performance December 22, 1808 in the Theater an der 
Wien, the composer the soloist at both of these performances) 

G major introspection G major poetry G major fragility the Allegro 
moderato and Mendelssohn's Overture to A Midsummer Night's Dream 
are similarly fragile and poetic one can well imagine Mendelssohn's 
performance of Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major in 

1836 yes one can. Dispositions and indispositions and because 


of Lorin Maazel's continuing indisposition Le Sacre du Printemps, 
Pictures of Pagan Russia by Igor Stravinsky has become Symphony 
No. 2 in D major, Opus 73 of Johannes Brahms D major sonata 

allegro form exposition development recapitulation masterfully 
executed Symphony No. 2 in D major of Johannes Brahms performed 

by the Cleveland Orchestra yes this performance under the direction 


of Edo de Waart is in many ways similar to George Szell's con- 





